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Re: Biological Resource Assessment f6IC Ranch2200Neal Spring Road,San Luis Obispo
County

DearMr. Nahial

This report provides the resutt$ biological survegconductedn a portion o 54.4-acreparcel

(Property locatedon Neal Spring Road in Templeton, San Luis Obispo County, California
(Attachment CFigurel). The Property is located withthe TempletonUSGS7 . 56 t opogr ap
guadrangle andonsists ofAs s e s Paocel Rusnber (APN)020-301-010. This survey was

conducted to provide baseline biological information and an assessment of potential special status
plant and animal species that could occurl@Property or be affected by the proposed project
(Project), a Cannabis Cultivation Minor UBermit on approximatelgix acres Project Area of

the Property (see Attachmentkgure2). The Project isocated in theownof Tenpleton, within

the permitting juisdiction of the Countof San Luis Obispo.

The proposed cannabis cultivation project would consist bdcresof fenced areaedicated for

two phases gfroposed greenhouse cultivation with arvedlather access drivewyincorporating

a portion ofthe existing access road. Three additional parking spaces with compacted base are
proposed for the east side entrance to the Profeatotorized gate is proposed at the entrance to

the site. A 5,000gallonwater tank is pposed outside tk fenced area in the northeast coanet
approximately 1,969 feet of security fencing is proposed to surround the Projecresisting
waterline runs from the northeastern portion of the Property south towapiojeet entrance.
Outdde thefenced area are plans for a fire department riser, just east of the entrance on the south
side of the access driveway. Site plans show an upgraatiionalrock to the existing access
driveway that leads north to the Project frtira sotheastcornerof the Property

A Site Plan is provided which showtse areas intended for newly proposed structures and access
to theProject(refer to Attachment C).
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Methods

The Propertywas surveyed for biological resources Ayoril 16 and 23, and May29, 2019 by
Althouseand Meade, InBiologist Kristen Andersen. Biological surveys wemnducted on foot

in order to compilespecies lists, to search for special status plants and anitmahap habitats,

and to photograpfAppendix B)the Property. The general vegetation survey method included
meandering transects with an emphasis on identifying each plant species observed. Transects were
also utilized to describe general conditiomgl alominant species, compile species lists, and
evaluate potentighabitat for special status specie®&otanical surveys were appropriately timed

to identify all special status plant species known from the regidme entire 54.4acreProperty

was survged with an emphasis on identifying plants and wildlife withie groposed Project

footprint and immediate surrounding area.

Identification of botanical resources included field observations and laboratory analysis of
collected materig(Table3, Appendix E) Botanical nomenclature used instdoaument follows

the Jepson Manual, Second Edition (Baldwin et al. 201\&)ldlife documentation included
observations of amal presence and other wildlife sign. Observations of wildlife were recorded
during the field survejn all areas of th@ropety (Table4; Attachment . Birds were idatified

by sight or by vocalizations. Results of the botanicalwaitdlife surveys are summarized in the
following sections.

Prior to the site visg we reviewedthe California NaturalDiversty Database GNDDB; April
2019data)the California Native Plant Society (CNPS) @ime Inventory ofRare and Endangered
Plants of California, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Critical Habitat dake for
9 U.S.G.S. 7.5minute quadraglessurrounding the sitancluding Adelaida,AtascaderoCreston,
Estrella,Morro Bay NorthPaso Rbles, Santa Margarita, Templeton, and York Mountaables
of potential speciadtatus plants and animals are provided in Attachment D.

Existing Conditions

The Property consists of an agriculturally zoned phigeatedalong 2200 Neal Spring Road
approximately3.1 miles eastof Highway 101 in the town ofTempleton at an elevation of
approximately 900 feetTopography is slightly slopingith 2 to 9 pecentslopesin the northern
portion of the Property, and 9 to 15 percent slopes in the southern portion of the Property. Soils
aredominated by Lockwoo&oncepcion complex soil (soil map unitjth sandy loam and clay
soil textures (USDA 2019)ThePropetty is situated approximately 0.3 miles north of N&glring
Road and is accessed byliet roadwhich bisectsthe two phase®f the Project(Photol), with
several dirt access roads throughthwat site Figure3). There is one modhar residentialstructure
located on the Property, just south of Breject footprimand twoshippingcontaines are located
in the northwest corneof the Prgerty Habitaton siteconsists primarily ofnnual grassland
(Figure3, Photo 2). TheProject footprintwas recently disketh Phasel, with a few gring forbs
and grasses persisting amidst the tillage l{fd®to3). Phase was recently mowed with forbs
and grasseemaining relatively tall and identifiab{@®hoto 4) An area ofapproximatel\3.8 acres
of disturbedgrasslandccursdirectly eastof the Project Areand is predominantly bafg&igure
3). A seasonal drainage is situateatsidethe northeastern and northern boundafyhe Project
footprint (Photo 5) The drainage is vegetated wititbs such agurly dock Rumex crispysand
common ledstraw Galium aparing, as well as annual grasses, including foxtail battyrdeum
murinun) and soft chess bromBromus hordeacelisSeveral valleyaks Quercus lobatpalign
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the western bank tfie drainagevhich seasongf conveys wateeastto-west in the centradortion

on the Propertyjust north otheProject footprint(Photo6). Other mature valley oaks are present
on the Property, with aoakin Phase Zandeightyounger oaks preseimt Phase 1 othe Project
The Property isurrounded by agriculturally zongzhrcelson all sides

Results

Potential Special Status Species

The CNDDB and CNPS Qlne Inventory of Rare and Endangered RdaritCalifornia isted62
special status plaspecies, subspecies, and gtgsand37 special status animal speciesported

to occur in the vicinity of th@roperty Based on the results of the site susyélie Property has
potential b supporttwo special status plant specigthough none were observed during Ajarild
May 2019 survey (Attachment D;Table1). ThePropertyhas potential to suppofdur special
status animals (Attachment Dabe 2). One special status animayas observedn the Property

No other special stas animals wex detected. Below we discuss potential special status plants
and animals, describe habitat, range restrictions, kramsgarrences, and survey results for the
Propety.

A. Special Status PlantsThe Project vicinity is known to support numerspecial statuplant
species in a variety of microhabitats (CNDDB 90}l Two special status plant species have
potential to occur 0 the PropertfAttachmentD, Table1). Shining navarretigNavarretia
nigelliformis subsp. radiang) is a CRPR B.2 subspecies endemic to California, primarily
occurringin central California It is known to occur ivernal pools, grassland, and cismontane
woodland habitatoften on clay and alkaline sites betwé&&nand 1,000metersn elevation.

It is an annubkherbthat typicallyblooms between April and JulyThe closest known record
is approximately @. miles southeasbf the Property(CNDDB #67). Shining navarretias
known to occur in similar grasslamdbitat andthereforehas moderategtential to ocar on
the Property. Shining navarretiavas notobservedduring an appropriately timed botanical
survey in May2019

Santa Lucia dwarf rusiJuncus luciens)sis a CRPR 1B.2 speciesendemic to coastal
California It is known to occur in adws, seepsiernal pools, chaparral, Great Bastcrub
and lower montane coniferous forest betw880 and 2,048metersin elevation. It is an
annual herb that typically bloomsetween April and July. The closest known record is
approximately2.3 miles northeasbf the Property(CNDDB #8), in damp grain fields. The
seasonal drainagautsidethe northern portion of theroject footprinthad retained moderate
soil moisture fronrecent rains. Toad rush Juncusbufoniusvar. bufoniug was observeth a
marmade ditchdcated centrally in Phage Santa Lucia dwarf rush was not observed during
appropriately timed botanical surveys in April and N2&y1.9

B. Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius bdovicianug is a California Species of Special ConcéssC
CNDDB 2019b) and resident irarid regons of San Luis Obispo County and elsewhere in
California. It requires open areas with appropriate perches for hunting, and shrubby trees or
bushes for nés1g. The average height of abegeound nests ranges from apypiroately 25
to 4 feet BNA c2019) They feed on arthropods, reptiles and amphibians, small rodents, and
birds, and often store prey for later consumption by impaling it on thorns, plam, ste
barbed wire (Shuford and Gardali 2008 hrikes are knowto breedin grassland &bitats in
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northern San Luis ObisgBounty. Typical nesting habitat of shrubby vegetation is not present
in the Project footprint however there is moderate potent@l loggerhead shrikes to nest in
the lower branches of oak &gon site One loggerhad shrike was observeth the Project
Areaduring April 2019 surveys and two were observeah the Propertyeast of the Project
Areaon May 29, 2019

C. Western Spadefoot Toad (Spea hammondiihas a Global Rank of G3 (Vulnerable) amd
State Rak of S3 (Vulneable). It isa Species of Special Concgf@NDDB 2019a) that is
known to occur in grassland habitats throughout the Central Valley and adjacent fodithills
is alo found along the Coa&anges fronfPoint Conceptiom Santa Bebara Cainty south to
the Mexican borde(CDFW 2014 CNDDB 2019a8). Western spadefoot toagprimarily an
inland species, occurring in grassland habitats with &iablils and seasonal rgmols for
breeding Spadefoot toads remain underground for mofsthe yer, emerging tdoreed in
seasonal wetland pools during the rainy seasahif enough rain occurs, they can be found
above ground from October through April. Typical breeding se&sdrom December to
March. The closest reported occurrencetlod westen spadefoot toéis approximatelyl.6
miles soutlwed of theProperty(CNDDB #366), reportedn 2016 ThePropertyencompasses
a portion ofa seasonal drainagaxd small mammal buows (appropriate for spdefoottoad
estivatior) are present irow densityacross the s Pool habitat is not likely to be present in
the drainage long enough to support breeding spadefoot toads omrste. islow potential
for western spadefoot tdato occuron the Propertyand none were observed during 0Qd.2
surves.

D. American Badger (Taxidea taxusis a California Species of Special Concern known from
open grassland habitats throughout San Luis Obispo County and elsew@aliérnia. The
Property is within the known range of the American badger, antherous ocarrences are
reported (CNDDB 20%9a). Badgers are residents of grassland areas, but also forage in
croplands on occasion in areas where California ground stjuiltave become estéedbled.

They are highly mobile and could be present anywhetieeimegionwhere suitablg@rey base
is found American badgers havew potential to occur on the Propeduye to a lowdensity
prey base Badgers or their sign (ders;at, tracks) were naoetectedon thePropertyduring

our2019surves.

E. San JoaquinKit Fox (Vulpes macrotignutica)is listed as endangered under the Federal
Endangered Species AGESA) andthreatenedinder the California Endangered Species Act
(CESA). The Property is whin the known range of San Joaquin kit fokhe closest repted
occurrance for kit foxis approximatelfour miles northeasnf the PropertyCNDDB #945) in
1990. Kit foxes prefer loosgextured soils but will occupy soilsitln high clay content where
they modify burrows dug by other animals. Sites that may mtige suitible denning Haitat
may be suitable for feeding or providing cova@hedisturbedgrasslandabitatcould provide
a low-abundancerey base for kit foxhowever, thdow-quality habitat is not preferred by
denning kit fox Habitat adjacent tthe Propdy is less distirbedgrasslands andgricultural
fieldsthat have grown back with tall annggthsses andould provide suitable denning habitat.
Kit fox have low potential to occun the Property.A habitat evaluation for San Joaquin kit
fox was prepad by Althousend Meade, Inc. Principal Biologist Dan MeadétachmentG).
The Property received an evaluation score6yb@ints, equivalent to a 3rhitigation ratio.
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BotanicalSurvey Results

Botanical survey conducted in April and May 201Blentified 62 species ad subspecies of
vascular plant®nthe PropertyAttachment E;Table3). The listincludes26 speciesative to
California, and 36 introduced (naturalized or plantedspecies. Botanical surveys were
appropriately itmned to identiy potential special status plants.pe8ial statuglants were not
detectedn the Property

Wildlife SurveyResults

Wildlife detected on the Properityclude12 birds andtwo mammas. One loggerhead shrike was
observedforaging during ou April 23 site visit, and two loggerhead shrikes were observed
flushing from oak trees on May 29, 2019oggerhead shrikes are a CDFW Species of Special
Concern for nestinghoweve no nests were obsed. No other pecial status wildlife species
were cktected on therBperty. The ProjectAreashowedsign of small mammal activityGopher
mounds were observedfrequently acrosghe siteandothersmall mammal species are likely t
occurin low abunérce Thevalley oakswithin and around the peripheoy the Projectfootprint
likely provide suitable nesting habitat for several bird speaes, active western kingbird
(Tyrannus verticalisand European starlings{urnus vulgaris nestswere observed during our
2019surveys (refer toFigure3). Othercommon bird speciesbserved utilizing the treascluded
mournirg doves Zenaida macrourg house finchesHaemorhous mexicanysBullocké orioles
(Icterus hullockii), and northern mockingbird$Aimus polyglottos The seasonal dmagenorth

of the Project footprintcould povide suitable habitat or refugia for amphibians, reptiles, and
mammals (Phots 5 and §. A list of wildlife observed on the Propertg provided in
Attachment F, Table4.

Impacts and Mitigation

The proposed Pject would occupypproximatelysix acresof the Propertyincluding5.7 acres

of cultivation areavith greenhouse structurésplit betweerPhases and2), an allweather acess

driveway dissecting the two phases of cultivatarea with a id turnaround, threeledicated

parking spaces with compacted basproposed water taniastallation of a mtorized gate at the
entrance to th€roject siteand goproximately1,969 Inear feebf fencingto surroun the Project
(refer b Site Plan in Atachment C).

Two special status plantmve potential to occur on the ProperBrotocol level botanical sueys
conducted in 2019 determined special status pdmtnot occur on st No further surveys for
special status plants arecommended.

Four special status animals have low to moderate potential to occur on the Prapedgrhead
shrike was obgeed on site, but nesting was not confirme#l.preconsruction nesting sumey
should be conducted if construction activities wcduring the nsting seasomhat would affect
potential nesting sites Suitable aquatic habitdbr breeding spadefoot toads unlikely to be
present and no further surveys areoremended for spadefb toads American badgeand San
Joaquin kit fox hae low potentiato occur on the Property and were not present at the time of our
2019 surveys. &h of these mammals are knodwom the region and due to their highly mobile
habitscould be present othe Property at any time in the futur@reconstrugbn survey are
recommendegrior to starting groundlisturbing activities on the Property.
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Impact

to grassland habitat withile range of the endangered San Joaquin kit fox mequir

mitigation. Mitigaion measures are provided to mitigate for impactsttox habitat

The following sections provide mitigaticecommendationdesigned to reduceotential effects
of the Projet to a less than significant level.

NestingBirds

Migratory norgame nativebird species are protected by international treayeu the Federal
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) of 1918 (50 C.F.R. Section 10.13). Sections 3503, 3503.5
and 3513 of the Cdbrnia Fish and Game Code prohibit take (as defitterein) of all native
birds and their active nests, including raptors ahéromigratory nn-game birds (as listed under
the Federal MBTA).

BR-1.

Within one week of groundr vegetatiordisturbanceif work occurs between March 15
and August 15, nestingridi urveys shall be conaded. If surveys do not locate nesting
birds, constuction activities may commence. If nesting birds are located, no construction
activities shall occur within a distance speaifiby a qualified biologist, until chicks are
fledged, or the nest fails. Bifler radius shall be specified according to spedatius rank

of the nesting bird, intensity of construction activity or impact (i.e. high decibel levels or
heavy ground disturlee) and where local, state, and federal regulatemly. A
preconstructin survey report shall be submitted to the lead agéenmediately upn
completion ofthe survey. The report shall detail appropriate fencing or flagging of the
buffer zone and nk& recommendations on additional monitoring requeats. A map

of the Progct site and nest locations shall be included withrédport. The wglified
biologist conducting the nesting survey shall have the authority to reduce or increase the
recommendetbuffer depending upon site conditions.

American Bdger

American badger wast present on the Property during @0d.9site sureys. American ladgers

are known to occur in the area and could occupy the site or move through the site at any time. To
redue the potential for construction impact® badgersto a less than significat level the
following measure is recommended.

BR-2.

A preconstruction surey shall be conducted within thirty days of beginning work on the
site to identify if badgers are using thdesi The survey shall cover the entiRFoject
footprint plus a200-foot buffer. The results of the survey shallfigbmittedo the County

of San Luis Obispoprior to commencement of growdlisturbing activities If the
preconstruction survey finds potél badger dens, they shall be inspected to determine
whether they are oapied. If potential badger dens are too long to detely inspect

from the entrance, a fiber optic scope shall be used to examine the den to the end. Inactive
dens may be excated b prevent reuse of dens during constructioActive badger dens
found during the breeding seasoRepruarythroughJuly) shall be protecté by a 100

foot buffer. Active badger dens outside the breeding season should be protected by a 50
foot buffer. Discouragement procedures such as partially blockieglen entrance viat

soil or vegetation may be implemented by a qualifilogist dunng the norbreeding
season if the den is within the Projémbtprint and cannot be avoideaind the den may

be excavated after confirmation that the den is inactive.
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San JoaquirKit Fox

San Joaquin kit fox was not present on the Propknting our2019surveys andis not likely to
occur on the siteThe Property is within the known range of San Joaquin kiafudkthe annual
grasslandabitatis considered suitadfor kit fox. Approximatelysix acres ofannual grassland
habitatwould be impacted byhe Project (totalingix acres of potential kit fox habitat).

The California Department of Fish and Wildli{€DFW) has designated the Property area as
within thethree to one mitigatiorarea for San Joaquin kit fox. Impacts to San Joekjuifox by
loss of habitat would be offset by implementation of-BRand mitigation of construction or other
installation ativities would be accomplished by applying BRhroughBR-13.

BR-3. Prior to issiance ofgrading and/or construction permite apficant shall sulit
evidence to th€ounty of San Luis Obispdepartment of Community Development,
Planning Divsion that stags that one or a combination of the following three Baquin
kit fox mitigation measures has been implemented:

a. Provide forthe protectionn perpetuity, through acquisition of fee or a conservation
easement diTotal number of mitigation acres requred] acres of suitable habitat
in the kit fox corridorarea (e.g. within thé&an Luis Obispo County kit fox habitat
area), eitheonsite or offsite, and provide for a nemasting endowment to provide
for management and monitoring of theperty in perptiity. Lands to be conserved
shall be subject to theniew and approval ahe California Department of Fish and
Wildlife (Depatment) and th€ounty.

This mitigation alternative (a.) requires that all aspects if this program must be in
place before Coug permit issuance or initiation of any ground distagaactivities.

b. Deposi funds into an approved-ireu fee program, which auld provide forthe
protection in perpetuity of suitable habitat in the kit fox corridor area within San Luis
Obispo County, ad provide for a nomvasting endowment for managememda
monitoring of theproperty in perpetuity.

Mitigation alternative (bapbove, can be copleted by providing funds to The Nature
Conservancy (TNC) pursuant to the VolunteeeBased Compensatory Mation
Program (Program). The Program was establisiredigreement betweethe
Department and TNC to preserve San Joaquindkt Habitat, ando provide a
voluntary mitigation alternative to project proponents who must mitity@ténpacts

of projects n accordance with the California Environmental Quadit (CEQA).
Thefee payable to AThe Nat u[AnmounCadlfeesbesedv ancy o
on $2500 per acre]This fee is calculated based on the currentpestunit of $2500
per acre of mitigatin, which is scheduled to be adjusted to address theasing
cost of progrty in San Luis Obispo County; your actual cost imayease depenalj

on the timing of payment. This fee must be paid after the Department provides writ
notification about youmitigation options but prior to County permit issuamnd
initiation of any ground disturbing activities.

c. PurchasdTotal number of mitigation acres required] credits in a Department
approved conservation bank, which woptdvide for the protectioin perpetuity of
suitable habitat within the kit foxorridor area and prade for a norwasting
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BR-4.

endowment for management andmioring of theproperty in perpetuity.

Mitigation alternative (c) above, can be completed by Ipasing credits from the
Pdo Prieto Conservation Bank (see contact informatiolovbe The Palo Priet
Conservation Bank was established to preserve &agquih kit fox labitat, and to
provide a voluntary mitigation alternative to project proponents whst mitigate
the impacts bprojects in accordance with the California Environtae@Quality Act
(CEQA). The cost for purchasing credits is payable tootueers of The Ha Prieto
Conservation Bank and would totgdA$nount of mitigation acres required (i.e.
credits), currently priced at $2500 per credit] This fee is calculated based the
current cospercredit of $2500 per acre of mitigation. The fe@stablishedybthe
conservation bank owner and may change at any time. Your actual cost magencre
depending on the timgnhof payment. Purchase of credits must be completedtpri
County permitssuance and initiation of any ground disturbing s

Prior to issuance ofgrading and/or construction permithe applicant shall provide
evidencethat they have retained qualified biologist acceptable to tl@ounty The
retained biologist shalperform the following monitoring activities:

a. Prior to issuance of gading and/or construction permits and within 30 days
prior to initiation of site disturbance and/or constructian, the biologist shall
conduct a practivity (i.e. preonstruction) survejor known or potential kit fox dens
and submit a le#tr to the Countyeporting the date the survey was conducted, the
survey protocol, survey results,cawhat measures were nesas/ (and completed),
as applicable, to address anyfiik activity withinthe project limits.

b. The qualified biologist shall comduct weekly sitevisits during site-disturbance
activities (i.e. grading, disking, excavation, stogking of dirt or graveletc.) that
proceed longer than 14 days, for the purpmiseonitoring complance with required
Mitigation Measures BR.8 throughBR-28. Site diturbance activities lasting up to
14 days do not require weekly monitoring by theldaiist unless observationd kit
fox or their dens are made-gite or the qualfied biologist recomends monitoring
for some other reason (see BRiii)). When weekly maitoring is required, the
biologist shall submit weekly monitoring reports to the @gu

c. Prior to or during poject activities|f any observations are made of Saaglin Kit
fox, or ary known or potential San Joaquin kit fox dens arealisred within he
project limits, the qualified biologist shall-esssess the probability of incidahtake
(e.g. harm or deh) to kit fox. At the time a den is discovered, thaldied biologist
shdl contact USFWS and the CDFW for guidance on poss#uditional kitfox
protection measures to implement and whether or not a Federal and/or State
incidental take permit is needlidlf a potential den is encountered during constractio
work shall stop util such time the USFWS determines it is appropriateesume
work.

If incidental take of kit fox during project activities is possidtefore project
activities commence the aplicant must consult with the USFWS. The results of
this consultation mayaquire the applicant to obtain a Federal and/or $tt®it for
incidental take during project activities. The applicant should be aware that the

Biological Resarce Assessmeriior CC Ranch, 2200 Neal Spring Road, $ais Obispo Conty 8

June 2019



Althouse and Meade, Int.1177.01

preseiee of kit foxes or knownrgpotential kit fox dens at the project site could tesu
in further delay®f project activities.

d. In addition, the qualified biogist shall inplement the following measures:

1. Within 30 days prior to initiation of site disturbaneand/or constructign
fenced exclusion zones shall be established around aNkkaad potential
kit fox dens. Exclusion zone fencing shall consist tfezilarge flaggd
stakes connected by rope or cord, or survey laths or wooden stakes
prominently flagyged with survey ribbon.Each exclusion zone shall be
roughly circular in configration with a radiusof distance measured
outward from the den or burroentrances, depdent on the use and activity
of the den (i.e. potential, known, active, or natal dempe determined by
thekit fox biologist.

2. All foot and vehicle traffic, as wkhs all constructiomctivities, including
storage of supplies and equient, shall remai outside of exclusion zones.
Exclusion zones shall be maintained until all projetated disturbances
have leen terminated, and then shall be removed.

3. If kit foxes or known or potendil kit fox dens are found on site, daily
monitoring ty a qualified bologist shall be required during ground
disturbing activities.

BR-5. Prior to issuance ofjrading and/or constructiopermits, the applicant shall clearly
delineate the fédwing as a note orhte p r o j épekd sris afr2s mph {@r lower)
shall be posteddr all construction traffic to minimize the probability of road mortality
of the San JSpeedihitisigns shalltbéendtabbed on.the project sitgithin
30 days prior to imiation of site dsturbance and/or construction.

BR-6. During the site digurbance and/or construction phageading and construction activities
after dusk shall be prohibited unlessocdinated through th€ounty during which
additionalkit fox mitigation masures may be reqed.

BR-7. Prior to issuance of gradingnd/or construan permit and within 30 days prior to
initiation of site disturbance and/or constructialhpersonnel assaatied with the project
shall attend a worker educatiamihing program, condcted by a qualifi¢ biologist, to
avoid or reduce ipacts on sensité biological resources (i.e. San Joaquin kit fox). At a
minimum, as the program relates to the kit fox, theitrni ng shal |l i ncl ude
history, all mtigation measures sgpiied by theCounty, as well as any related biologic
report(s) prpared for the project. The applicant shall notify @muntyshortly prior to
this meeting. A kit fox fact sle¢ shall also be developed prior to the training pnogra
and distributed ate training progam to all contractors, employersdaother persorai
involved with the construction of the project.

BR-8. During the sitedisturbance and/or construction phasepresent entrapment of the San
Joaquin kit fox, all excavains, steepwalled hdes and trenches mxcess of two feet in
depth shalbe covered athe close of each working day by plywood or similar materials
or provided with one or more escape ramps consduaf earth fill or wooden planks.
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Trenches shall atsbe inspected for érapped kit fox eadt morning prior to onset of field
activities and mmediately prior to covering with plywood at the end of each working
day. Before such holes or trenches alledj they shall be thoroughly inspected for
entrappedkit fox. Any kit fox so discovered shabe allowed to escape before del
activities resme or removed from the trench or hole by a qualified biologist and allowed
to escape unimpeded.

BR-9. During the sie-disturbance and/or construction phaaey pipes, cwerts, or similar
structures with a diaeter of four inches or greaterpetd overnight tathe project site
shall be thoroughly inspected for trapped San Joaquin kit foxes before the subject pipe is
subsequently buried, capped, or otherwise used or movedy way. If durig the
constructionphase a kit fox is discovered idsia pipe, thasection of pipe will not be
moved. If necessary, the pipe may be moved only once to remove it from the path of
activity, until the kit fox has escaped.

BR-10. During the sie-disturbance and/cgonstruction phasall food-related trash items such
as wrappers, ¢, bottles, and food scraps shall be disposed of only in closed containers.
These containers shall be reglyaremoved from the site. Food items may attract San
Joaquin kit foxes ontahe project site, @nsequently exposing such anim@sncreased
risk of injury or mortality. No deliberate feeding of wildlife shall be allowed.

BR-11. Prior to, during and after thées-disturbance and/or construction phass of pestides
or herbicideslsall be in compliace with all local, State and Fedéregulations.This is
necessary to minimize the probability of primary or secondary poisoning of endangered
species utilizig adjacent habitats, and the depletion of prey uposha®an Joaquin Kit
foxes depend.

BR-12. During the sitedisturbance and/or conatition phaseary contractor or employee that
inadvertently kills or injures a San Joaquin kit fox or who finds any such aeithat
dead, injured, or entrapped shall be requiedeport the incidentimmediately to the
applicant andCounty In the evat that any obseations are made of injured or dead kit
fox, the applicant shall immediately notify the USFWS and CDFW byhelee. In
addition, formal notification shall be pralad in writing withinthree working dayef the
finding of any such anim@). Notificaton shall include the date, time, location and
circumstances of the incident. Any threatened or endangeretésgeand dead or
injured shall be turned over immedigtto CDFW for careanalysis, or dispsition.

BR-13. Prior to final inspectionpr occupancy, wichever comes firsshould any long internal
or perimeter fencing be proposed or installed, the applicatit ddwahe following to
provide for kit fox passage:

a. If awire strand/pole d&gn is used, thelvest strand shall be no closettiie ground
than12 inches.

b.1f a more solid wire mesh fence is wused,
provided everyl00 yards
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c. Upon fence installation, the applicant shaditify the County toverify proper
instdlation. Any fencing constructeafter issuancefa final permit shall follow the
above guidelines.

JurisdictionalDrainages andMetlands

The California Depament of Fish and Wildlife regulates activities thatedivor obstruct the
natural flow of, or substantially change or use amgamal from thebed, channel, or ban of any
river, stream, or lake. CDFW has initiated a Cannabis ctitiv@ermitting progam that requires
all applicants obtaining an Annual lkeese from the Califmia Department of Food and
Agriculture to have a Lakand Streambedliteration Agreement or written verification that one is
not needed. If all Project compamts are set outsidbee 1600 jurisdiction a Seertification can
be subntied online. Morenformation about the CDFW Cannabis Program and pengican
be fourd athttps://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Cannabis/Permitting

The State Water Board $ialso initiated a &nabis Cultivation Program to establish principles
and guidelines (requiremnts) for cannabis cultivation activities to proteater quality ad
instream flows. To implement the program, the Cannabis Cultivation General Order weeslado
and provides foa permitting pathway for cultivators. The General @nprovides criteriato
evaluate the threat to water quality based om @inditions andvaterway classification. More
information about the State Water Board Cannabis Cultwatcan be found at
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/camnab

The drainage thgyasses through the Properyconsidered an epheraéwatercourse;lassified
as Class lll, according tine State Water Resources Control Board General fdde€tannabis
Cultivation Activities (Order WQ 2010023 DWQ). Under the Geeral Order, a minimmm 50
foot setback is required from the bafuitl stage or incised cénnel of Class Il watercourses.
Figure 5 provides a Project footprint overlay on biolagresources and ifghates a minimum 50
foot setback from the waterway.

Thank you for allowng us to be of assistance. If you have any questionencerns, glase call
our officeat (805 237-9626.

Sincerely,

Jason Dart
PrincipalBiologist
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Attachment B. Photographs
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Photo 1. View northwes of existing acess road that bisects both phases of
the Project April 16, 2019.
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Photo 2. View northwestof the Project Areafrom southeast corneof
Phasel of the Project April 16,2019.
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Photo 3. View southof disked grassland in Phasér@m northern boundargf
theProject Aea April 16,2019
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west of disturbed annual grassland in Phase 2 of Project after
mowing. April 23, 2019,

Photo 4. View
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Photo 5. Photoupstream of drainage in northeastertipn of the Project
Area View southeast April 16, 2019

Photo 6. Photodownstream of draimgewith valley oaksn northeastern
portion of theProject Area April 16, 2019
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